
American Bell Association
(ABA)

We are a network of bell collectors, enthusiasts, 
researchers, bell ringers, carillonneurs, artisans, 
manufacturers, technicians and dealers. Learn 
more about bells and connect with hundreds of 
members of the ABA.

Things ABA members collect and research:

A bell with a clapper that makes a sound, made 
of any material, including such things as  
volcanic ash, or wood, or beads, etc. etc.
    
Any size bell, from tiny to the largest church 
bell. (The carillon people “collect” bells by doing 
research, visiting, playing, etc, but we have some 
members with collections of locomotive bells or 
other large bells).
    
Bells an animal would wear.
    
Bells or chimes that sound when the wind blows.
    
Bells that a mechanism makes ring (bell pushes, 
servant bells).
    
Toys with a bell attached.
    
Looks like a bell but makes no sound (e.g. smoke 
bells, wedding cups).
    
Doesn’t look like a bell but does sound like a bell 
(e.g. Chinese baoding balls or Russian roly-poly 
dolls, meditation chime spheres).

It can be new, old or ancient

Bells
Admire?
Collect?
Ring?

www.americanbell.org
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About The American Bell 
Association International, Inc 

(ABA)

We are a network of bell collectors, ringers,  
carillonneurs, artisans, manufacturers, techni-
cians, dealers, and researchers.

The American Bell Association® (ABA) was 
founded in 1940 and incorporated in 1984 for 
educational and scientific purposes related to 
the collection, study, preservation, restoration 
and research of bells of all kinds. We are an all 
volunteer, 501(c)(4) not-for-profit organization. 
ABA members include bell lovers from most 
U.S. states and many other countries.

We publish six issues a year of our 44-page, 
full-color magazine The Bell Tower. Each issue 
contains articles about bells, news of members, 
chapter meetings, future events, and much more. 
It is both interesting and beautiful.

We hold an annual convention at different  
locations throughout the United States where  
we have educational speakers and programs, bell  
forums, a bell auction, bell sales, and general 
business meetings. Anyone who is able to attend 
one of these conventions will not only learn a 
great deal, they will have the opportunity to 
meet the friendliest people in the world— 
bell lovers.

Annual dues for a household membership are 
$50. This includes bulk mailing of The Bell 
Tower magazine in the US. First class mail is 
$16 additional, for a total of $66. For Canada is a 
total of  $62 US dollars, and other international 
mail is a total of $74 US dollars.

History of the ABA

The beginning.
The American Bell Association International, 
Inc (ABA) got off to an informal start under the 
name The National Bell Collectors Club at  
Chautauqua Institution in southwestern New 
York State in 1940.

Mary Alter Collins, who spent her summers at 
Chautauqua, won the 1940 annual poetry prize 
for a nature poem, “First Pastures.” The prize 
was a purse of money. Mary purchased a Sarna 
bell at the book store and said to the clerk,  
“I will be the first bell collector!” The clerk told 
her there were other women staying at  
Chautauqua who collected bells, and soon the 
five women got together and decided to start a 
society of bell lovers.

Today

The American Bell Association continues to 
be an active organization with regular chapter 
meetings around the world.

Our annual convention is held in various  
locations throughout the U.S. and Canada. Many 
of our members anxiously await reunions with 
bell friends each year. Members attending 
 convention learn fascinating facts about bells, 
share bell information, have a chance to view 
exhibits of all kinds of antique and modern bells, 
and, of course, add to their collection with a new 
bell or two or many!
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