
Kids Corner—The Transformation of Toby the Town Bell 
From a Single Bell to a Magnificent Carillon 

 

The town of Belleville had been experiencing a period of 

growth and prosperity, which brought about the need to 

revisit and inspect some of the very first structures and 

objects that had been established. Among these was 

Toby, the town bell, a beloved symbol that had been a 

part of Belleville’s identity for generations. Toby was 

housed in a tall tower, from which he had rung out over the 

town, marking significant moments and ensuring the safety 

of the townspeople. 

One day, as the townspeople climbed the tall tower to check 

on Toby, they discovered something alarming. There was a 

small crack forming along the bell, near the spot where the 

clapper struck. This discovery was particularly distressing 

for Tom, the man who had been responsible for caring for 

Toby and ringing him regularly. Tom knew that the crack 

could compromise the integrity of the bell, and he was 

deeply worried about the loss of Toby and how it would 

affect the town of Belleville. 

The decision was made to use the metal from Toby to 

create five new bells. These new bells would be designed 

to nest inside one another, with each bell varying slightly 

in size and shape. This innovative approach would not only 

preserve the essence of Toby but also introduce a new 

musical instrument to Belleville. 

Mr. Oliphant, the local blacksmith, was asked to 
transform Toby into the new carillon. He took Toby into 
his shop and began the process of melting down the old 
bell into a fine, large piece of metal. With great care and 
precision, he molded the metal into five distinct bells, each 
one crafted to nest gently inside the other. The result was a 
set of bells that, while similar in appearance, each produced 
a unique tone due to their varying sizes. 

When the new bells were finally ready, they were 

transported back to the tall tower that had housed 

Toby. As the townspeople unpacked the bells, they 

marveled at Mr. Oliphant’s craftsmanship and they 

fit together perfectly, much like a set of Russian 

nesting dolls. 

The installation of the new bells marked a significant 

moment in Belleville’s history. The bells, now 

referred to as the Oliphant Carillon in honor of their 

creator, were designed to be played in a manner similar 

to an organ, using both hands and feet to produce a 

harmonious melody. 

The carillon quickly became a cherished feature of 

Belleville. Every day, the townspeople would hear the 

melodious sounds of the bells ringing out over the 

town, each note carrying the legacy of Toby. The 

carillon was not just an instrument; it was a symbol of 

the town’s resilience, creativity, and unity.In the years 

that followed, the Oliphant Carillon became the 

centerpiece of many town celebrations and 

ceremonies. It was played during festivals, weddings, 

and other significant events, each time reminding the 

townspeople of their shared history and the care they 

had put into preserving it. The carillon also attracted 

visitors from neighboring towns, who came to marvel 

at the unique instrument and listen to its enchanting 

melodies. 

Mr. Oliphant’s contribution to the town did not go unnoticed. 

He was celebrated as a local hero, not just for his 

technical skills but for his ability to capture the spirit of 

Belleville in his work. The carillon stands as a testament to 

his artistry and the town’s commitment to preserving 

their heritage while embracing innovation. 

 
The transformation of Toby the town bell into the 

Oliphant Carillon is a story of change and continuity. 

It reflects the town’s ability to adapt to new 

challenges while honoring the past. Belleville’s 

journey from a single, cracked bell to a magnificent 

set of bells that brought music and joy to its people 

is a reminder of the power of community and the 

enduring importance of tradition. 

Today, the Oliphant Carillon continues to ring over 

Belleville, its melodies a daily reminder of the town’s 

rich history and vibrant present. The bells, each with 

its unique voice, come together to create a harmony 

that resonates with the spirit of Belleville, a town that 

has managed to preserve its past while looking 

forward to a bright future. 
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